
 

Additional  Information About Ginnah Howard’s Critique Services: 

 
Genres 

I critique book-length manuscripts in the following genres: general/mainstream fiction, 

literary fiction, memoir, upmarket fiction, women’s fiction, short story collections, creative 

nonfiction narratives, personal essay collections, and young adult (YA) fiction. As part of the 

initial free-of-charge critique and follow-up phone discussion, all prospective clients will be 

asked to provide a brief description of the manuscript and its genre, and a list of goals for both 

the manuscript and the critique. 

My critiques provide insight into how to strengthen a manuscript and improve it so it stands a 

better chance at one day attracting attention from editors or agents. I will not do formal copy 

editing. Though I will sometimes point out grammatical errors and typos in your work, this 

type of critique does not entail comprehensive proofreading. Often, I’ll point out an error once 

to call your attention to it; it’s expected that you will make this correction throughout the rest 

of the manuscript. I will make some line editing suggestions such as pointing out clichés, 

overuse of adverbs, rhythm issues, etc. I, of course, will do no “rewriting” of your work.  My 

comments will be made using the MSWord in text editing function. 

Rates 

I charge the following flat-rate fees for book-length manuscript critiques: 

• Manuscripts from 30,000 to 60,000 words: $500 

• Manuscripts from 60,001 words to 90,000 words: $600 

• Manuscripts from 90,001 words to 130,000 words: $750 

• For manuscripts over 130,000 words, please contact me directly to discuss rates. 

• For consultations on individual short stories, essays, or novellas, please contact me 

directly to discuss rates. 

Rates are current as of September 2017 and are based on payment via check. Paypal payments 

will include a 3% surcharge. 

Terms 

I work with a basic contract that establishes the fees, timeline, and services. All rights to the 

manuscript and future financial earnings remain solely the author’s. Clients pay 50% of my 

flat-rate fee upfront and the final 50% at the conclusion of my work. In most cases, I am able 

to complete the manuscript critique within four weeks of receiving your initial fee, contract, 

and manuscript. I am comfortable reading and critiquing an electronic version of your 

manuscript, which can eliminate printing/postage fees. 

 

My Credentials 

I have a Masters in the Teaching of English from Columbia. I am a published author of a 

trilogy of novels set in Upstate New York and a teacher-narrative creative nonfiction book 

about working with at-risk students. My stories, personal essays, and poems have been 

published in such journals as Water~Stone Review, Room of One’s Own, Blueline, Tusculum 

Review, Phoebe, and elsewhere. Several were nominated for a Pushcart Prize. I was a visiting 

writer at the University of South Carolina as part of the series “Caught in the Creative Act” 

along with such authors as Joyce Carol, Salmon Rushdie, and Gail Collins. I earned the 

NAMI New York State (National Alliance on Mental Illness) Media award for my novel, 

Night Navigation (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt), which was also a New York Times Book 



Review Editors’ Choice. For a closer look at my work, I suggest you check my website 

www.GinnahHoward.com, my Amazon and Facebook pages, and by entering my name on 

Google.  You will have access to videos of my readings by going to YouTube. 

 

I have been granted multiple residencies at the following artist colonies: Blue Mountain 

Center, Hedgebrook, Saltonstall Foundation, and the MacDowell Colony where I was named 

the poetry fellow for 2015.  In terms of critique experience I’ve been a participant in many 

Writers Institute Skidmore and Colgate Writers Conference workshops led by such authors as 

Russell Banks, Leonard Michaels, Jayne Smiley, and Janette Turner Hospital. I have 

facilitated many writer workshops for such groups as CCAL (Center for Continual Adult 

Learning), Hobart Festival of Women Writers, and the Lifelong Center in Ithaca. Plus I have 

for years been a member of Mermer Blakesee’s West Kortright Center weekly sessions where 

I have had my own novels critiqued and critiqued the work of the other writers.  

 

Blurbs 

“After an early draft of my first novel, I knew I needed help and was fortunate enough to have 

Ginnah read and critique the manuscript. Not only were her comments and suggestions clear, 

constructive, and almost always spot on, they also reflected an understanding of what I was 

going for. An understanding derived from conversations Ginnah insisted on prior to beginning 

her review. In addition to knowing her craft very, very well, Ginnah is a genuinely nice 

person who greatly eases the pain of rewriting and editing. AND if you haven’t read any of 

her novels, you should.…rich, rewarding books that challenge us to remember the context and 

complexity of every human life.”   

 

“Ginnah Howard is an accomplished and gifted writer and teacher, veteran of many writing 

retreats and workshops, who has published several beautifully written books, both fiction and 

nonfiction.  She has been extraordinarily generous in her help and encouragement of other 

writers. Those same qualities of accomplishment, experience, skill and generosity of spirit are 

front and center in her work as an editor.” 

                                                                                                                      

For more information surrounding my experience and references, please contact me: 

ghoward@GinnahHoward.com  

 

http://www.ginnahhoward.com/
mailto:ghoward@GinnahHoward.com

